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Presbyterians' throats ! These are fine tricks to mock God with."
He was irritated also by the suspicions with which he himself was regarded and the reception they met with from people who ought to have known better.
" It is a miserable thing," he told Ludlow, " to serve a Parliament, to which, let a man be never so faithful, if one pragmatical fellow amongst them rise and asperse him, he shall never wipe it off ; whereas when one serves a general he may do as much service, and yet be free from all blame and envy."
Cromwell even thought of leaving England, with as many of his fellow soldiers as he could take with him, to fight for the cause of the German Calvinists under the flag of the Elector Palatine. He had long conferences with the Elector on the subject in March or April, 1647.
But, in spite of Cromwell's dissatisfaction, there is no sign either in his words or action that he contemplated resisting the policy of Parliament or thought of stirring up a military revolution. There were bitter complaints from some of his greatest admirers that he persistently discouraged the petitions of the soldiers.
" I am informed this day/* wrote Lilburn to Cromwell on March 25th, " by an officer out of the army, that you and your agents are like to dash in pieces the hopes of our outward preservation, their petition to the House, and will not suffer them to petition till they have laid down their arms ; because forsooth you have engaged to